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Knight of the Bath , his 
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$1R, 


T was the greateſs happinefe that 
ever did befall me,that Inas afumed 
into your noble Familywhere 1 was fur- 
niſhed once, and aſecond timelikewiſe 
© withEccleſiafticallpromotions, without 
. anjdeſerts , yea little or none attendance, - 4 true | 
Friend is deeyveres t0 be an Angell clothed with = 

of . VN 


and blood , ſuch have you beene to me, the 

pate: and faithfull friendghas ever poore hal 
had. Comming to pay my annuall tribute of thanke- 
fulnefſe, a $ermon, it pleaſed you to accept of it , and 
$0 caft a reſpeFive eye more then ordinary towards me 
for it, though there be nothing in it to be affeRed, and 
in my ſelfe no affefation at all of it, but rather an ins 
dignation ag 8infl mine onne imbecillity and endoxe 
ments that I was not able to ſpeake of thoſe heavenly 

A 2 things 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
things in that manner as might raiſe my hearers to 
divine cogitations, What weight there win it comes 
from your ballance and favourable conſtruttion , for 
it narhandled inplaine familiar words , rather to ex. 
preſſe clearely the matter, then to hunt for poliſhed 
phraſes, and my deſire is more to ſpeake fortia quam 
diſerta, as S8int Hierome ſaith, things of firength 
then eloquence, and rather vivere then loqui, as Mi- 
nutius Felix obſerves,colive, then ſpeake them, 

But I am a man compaſſedwith infirmity,'ris truly 
ſeid of me , my bodily preſence is weake, and my ſpeech 
contemptible, 2 Corin. 10. 10. But fuch was your 
' - ſweet diſpoſition that you ftill caſt « mantle upon mine 
infirme carriage, which hath engaged my heart in a 
more thankefullobſervance towards your worthy ſelfe, 
In teftimony whereof 1 preſent to you this poore Sermon 
&s a publique Record, that to yur Noble Family 1 owe 
my ſelfe , and from thence have received all the lively- 
hood and meanes o ' or 1am which I now enjoy, my 
loynes ard bowels bleſſe you continually, The Lord 
. encreaſt upon you the bleſſings of heaven above, the 

bleſſings of the deepe that gb ander , the bleſſings of 
the breaſts and of the wombe , Gen. 49.25: and the 
good will of him that dwelt in the buſh dwell with you 
for ever , are the prayers of | 


Yours moſt thankefall y 


and humbly devoted, 
| A U Ge. H1 L Li 


THE. © 


SPLENDOU 
' THE SPOVSE. 


CANT 2. 5, 
As the Lily amoug Thornes, ſo i my Lorve 
among the Davghters. 


ST a Have gleaned at this time in Solomons 
291] 1629 Field, and char parcell of his called the” 
\ » Canticles, a Song of Songs , by way of 
LE 1h eminency; forthough there be many other 


and ofthe ſweet Singer of 1ſ-ac/, and Solomons owne 
Songs Se ethoufagend five, 1 Kings 4. 32. yEthis 
not onely exceeds all chem, bur: all other mentioned 
in holy writ, Let me uſe the words ofatruly Di- 


Songs, asthat of THoſer, of Deborah and Barake*24-15: 


vineman. Who - can read this Booke wich underſian. 2**** #% 


ding , and nor be-rranſporred from the world , from 

himſelfe , and be any where ſave in heaven before his 

time ?chere is nothing in it but ſavours of ſpiricnall exra. 

fie and foule raviſhment ; If I ſay no moreofir, it is ſuffi- 

cient that it is So/owvons, a man abovea man, above him- 

ſelfe, who being raviſhed oY ſpirit, and raken vpas it 
3 


were 


Epheſ. 5. 32, 


1 lohn 4.16. 
Epheſ. 5. 25, 
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were imothethird heavens, warbled out chat ſweetaf- 
finity and fieareneſſe, rhat is-and ſhall be betwixt Chriſt 
andli's Church , that great myſterie as Saint Paw! calls 
it, Interpreters are at oddes abont the former verſe, 
bur agreein this » thar it is the voyce of Chriſt concer. 
ning his Church , either deſcribing her preſent condi- 
rion amongſt others , or-preſerring her before chem, or 
perſwading ter how (hee ought ro demeane her 
ſelfs amongſt them , to retaine her native beanty and 
ſweerneſſe , though ſhee be beſet with never fo many 
chornes. 

There is inthe Textſomerhing poſicive, ſomething 
comparative , the poſitive part 1s , that the Church is 
Chriſt his Love , the orher are Daughters , the compa« 
rativeparttakes up the reſt of the words. 

The poſirive part ſhewes the ſweer ftile and ticle 
which Chriſt gives to his Church; He calls Her Love, 
and with a happy appropriation , my Love» which is a 
termeborh of propriety and poſſeſſion, Others which 
are not the Churchare called by the name of Danghters, 
by which are meant ms trrearr oe v1 we or 
ſuch as live within the pale of the viſible C ,yerbe- 

notto him , therefore he forbeares to 
—_ m_———_ and leaves them , _ common 
appellation, theDaughters , not my Daughters. 
Fhe tive pare hath cheſs chings ebviows to 
every eye : Firſt the ſubjeRs of this reſemblance, the 
Churchis like the Lilly, the ochers are likeThornes. Se- 
condly , the ſcituation of the reſembled parties. The 
Church is like the Lilly among che Thornes. 

The ſtile which Chriſt gives his Church is Love. Tr 
comes neareſt his owne nature » for God is love, it beſt 
reſembleth his benefirs done forher, husbands love your 
wives as Chriſt loved his Charch , and how he loved it 
he expreſſeth in a way e expreſſion, he 
gave hjmſelfe for it , he loved it berrer then he loved 
bimſelfe, 
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himſ{elfe. Dilexiſi»me mags te quando mori voluiſti 
re me, Auguſt, And it beſt ters forth the reference (he 
fach to him , as being his Spouſe » his Bride. Theſer- 


. vant muſt honour his maſter , che Diſciple muſt atrend 


for inftruQion, the wife muſt leve her husband, awor ab "RR 
amando,non honorando, faith Saint Bernard, and he gives 
theſe reaſons for it , una wiriuſque hereditas, #na dom, 


 wnamenſa , unus etiam thor , and there is no fittera 


unionoftheſe rhen love, | 

. The originall then ofthe Churches blifle is Chriſt 
his love towards her, The firſt ſpring ofeleAion is love. 

acob have lloved, the maine Conduit or Cifterne of 39m: 9- | 

edemptionis love, God ſo loved theworld,the ireams j137 i 
of vocation and ſanRification. 1 drew thee with the 
cords of a man, withthe bands of love, and the maine 
Oceanof eternal! glory , » amore hee mſunt omnia , all 
is from loye. There neither isnorcan be any in her ro 
more him co love her , much lefle ro deſerve his love , 
nor her bea my» (he acknowledgerh her ſelfe black, no 


CAMiriaw more leprous » no pollated Thamar more ha- C48. 1+ 


tedin the eyes of an eAmmer then ſhe in his eyes, 'when 
he firſt rooke liking co her , nor her parenrage » forher 
father wasan eAmorite , her morher a Hittite , nor her 


pan » for what was hers nacurally, but finne and ever- Ezckic! 16, 


ing death the wages of it ? nor her parts, for the beſt 
child ofgrace acknowledgeth , In merthere dwelleth no 
manner of ching that is good; all then was in bim free 
and pure love, Now weſay magnes amoris amor , love 
hath an atcraQtive power to draw love » therefore ler 
every Spouſe of Chriſt remember to returne love to him 
__ , that every heart may plead for it ſelfe , as Peter 
id, Lord thonknoweſtthat I love thee. O then let n3pirch + 
and ſettle our affet.ons npon him, whois as Saint Ber- 
nard ſairh,vert amans & amabilis , one moſt truly loving 
0s and moſt worthy to be beloved of us : the Apoſtle 
pronounceth an extreame Anathewa tohim that failes 
in : 


Rom, 7. 


Hoſeah 11, 4+ 


[| Cor,'t6, 22+ 


" He Tal ze 


ep, 40. 


Id, ep, 20, 


Pſalm, 3 2, 
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| Reers, and wilt thou 


inthe retribution of ir. If any man love not the _—_— &= 
ſus Chriſt, let him be Anathemas Maranatha, and ir 
ſhould be a donble engagement of our obedience and 
thanke : and ler ug not onely withthe invyard man love 
himz bart with the outward alſo honour and confeſſe 
him , who pleads for us beforehis Father in heaven : 'ris 
bor a dead heart that hath a dumbe voyce when Chriſt 
his canſe is in queſtion : Canes latrare poſſunt pro Domi- 
nis\, & non vis me latrare pro (briſto ? faith Saint Je- 
rome to Reffinus » the Dogges will barke for their ma- 

not have me ſpeake for Chriſt ? 
andhe goes on : ſiſta cauſadiſcordie ef, mori poſſum, ta- 
cere on poſſum: it that be the cauſe of our arres , I may 
dye bef ore hold my peace, yea ler us fo farre aS inns 
lyeth, nor ſuffer him to be bla yo Ag :it was 
the zealous reſolution of that holy Father. Ego ff pa- 
rrem » ſi matrem, fi uxorem , fi filies , ſigermanos adverſuns 
Chriftum meum audiviſſem iſta dicentes , quaſi rabidus 
canis blaſphemantia ora laceraſſem, & fuiſſet in primis ma - 
11 mea ſuper cor: And laſtly ir ſhould be a donble en- 
gagement;of our obedience and thankefulneſfſe of onr . 
obedience to live unto him who hath ſo dearely loved 
us, asto dye for us, and our thankefulneſſe may have 
that heavenly burden of the Saints, Rev, t+ 5, 6+ Tohim 
that hathioved us and waſhed ns from onr finnes in his 
owneblood , and hath made ns Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Father , cohim be gloryand dominion for 
ever and ever, Amen. } 

The word is rendred Yicina, my neighbour , adjoy- 
ning Inbabirant, ThemiFocles having a houſe to ſell, 
commended it, that it had bonnm vicinum, a good ogy 
bour ; che Churches bliſſe is, that Chrift is pleaſed ro 
dwell withthem » yea inthem, and make a refolution 
as in the Pſalme; Here will I dwell, for I have a delight 
therein : and not onely vicina, but proxima » my neareſt 
one both for counſell and comfort » he revealeth his ſe- 
crets 


Ga ans 


Q* 
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cretsto them , and is ready at all aſſayes ro helpe chem, 
yea amice my friend , as Abraham was called the friend 
of God, Jac. 2 23, He need feare noenemy who harh 
God to tus friend : yer the originall word goes further, 
for it is taken from feeding or converſing together, and 
expreſleth that inward familiarity and union that is be- 
rwixt them. Ic muſt teach ns a;l,by no meanes to eſtrange 
our ſelves from Chriſt , butto keepe a corre:;pondence 
with bim » to ch;riſh our familiarity, friendſhip, co 
p_ our union » that we profeſſing him co be ours, 

may confefle ns to be his, as he doch his Church here, 
My love which is a terme both of propriety , and of poſ- 
ſeſſion , Of propriety he claimes a ſpeciall intereftin 
his Church, and be fucks crue right in us all » boch by 
making us his at the ficſt, and by buying us againe , 
when we had made away our ſelves : his pwrchaſe 
we are , therefore let us not alienate our ſelves from 
him, either in our affeRion , for heis the proper and 
— of our love, win caiFete amar,qui ali- 
quid pr ater te amat quod re IIs 
iſe who loves any thing 


thee , which he loves 
not in and for thee ; nor in onr obedience, bue wholly 
devote our ſelyes to him , and him alone , that none may 
havethehonour of our ſervice bur be, that abaſed him- 
ſelfe to ſave ns. Of poſſeſſion : he hath a ſpeciall care 
and cuſtody of his Church , he keepes chem as choycely 
as hisjewels , asthe apple of his owne eye, he keepes 
their head as with « (held, thar not a haire of it ſhall * 
periſh yea their very feet , that they daſh them nor 
againſt a tone, 

By che Daughters are meant eicher forraigne Congre- 
gations , asthe Daughter of Babylon, or elſe ( as Icon- Palme 137, 
ceive) ſach as live within the Pale of the vifible Church, 
enjoy the ſame holy Word and Sacraments, which the 
ele& Spouſe of Chriſt doth, yer are they Thornes to his 
Lily: Spine propter malsgnitatem morum, file propter Sa- 

" 


CrAMene 
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.. Cranentorum commuionen : eadem profe{[i> fed non iden 
— cor ,ſaith the ſame Father » they have che ſame profcl- 
- 14,in?{.36. fion, bur not the ſame heart, therefore the more dange- 
rous, Mali Chriſftianitanto nocentiorts quanto imteriorts 
mmimici , faith Saint Awgaſt. Tom. 4. De fide rerwm invi- 
ſbilinns ,"if that worke be his, the more inward en*- 
mies the more hurrfull. Saint Bernard deſcanring of 
the Churches complaint of her birrerneſle, faith ſhe was 


amara prim in nece martyrum » amarior poſtea in conflith. 


hereticorum , amariſſume in moribus domeſticornum : bit- 
ter firſt in the dearh ofher Martyrs more birter in ſuc- 


ceediag ages in her concertation with Herenikes;, moſt. 


bitter 1n theſe laſt times in thecorrupemanners ofirtjery 


2Cor, 11. :6, Of her ownehouſhold, Saint Paul ſpeaks of p&tits among _ 


:lobn 2.19. falſe brethren, and Saint Job»of ſome, they 'wenr out 
from us, bur they were nor of us» they are not all Iſrael 


Ro.3. Whichareof Ifael » Row. 9:6. And he is Jew which is 


one inwardly, Onr Saviour mentions ſome that come jn 
T ertul, have clothing, Onenamſunt iſt 4 pelles vvinmynifi won 
nss Chriſtiani extrinſecue ſuperfictes » they have the name 


bur nor the nature of Chriſtians, their habit ſhewes them 


to be Danghters of Jersſalem» but in heart theyare br 
Daughters:of Babylon, therefore Chriſt leaves chem to 
2 common appellation , not gracing them with his ap- 


pop_ rerme, wy. Th:ſe whom Cfiriſt ownes not 


e he will deny hereaft. r, and though they be never 


ſo nigh him, and enjoy all the ontward priviledges of the 
Church, yet #on novi vos, is their .doome : depart from - 


Mat. 7. me , I know you nor, 
Sol retnne from the-Goars to the Sheepe , the 
Church of Chriſt herecompared to a Lily , for as the Lily 


dorh open her ſelfero receive the bright rayes and in-- 


fluences of the ſhining Sunne : ſo doth the Church open 
her heart and affeAiong to admit the heat and ſpirituall 
vigour of that Sunne of rightcouſneſle ; and againe as the 


Lily ſhuts and cloſeth her ſelfe for her cuſtody and _ | 
| | O 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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& doth the Church contra and colle& herſelfe cloſe 


r ina holy care and vigilancy to preſerve her 
efrom the rage and violence of temptations :'and 
her as che Lily is alwayes greene, and changeth not 
herhew : ſoonghrrthe Chriſtian to be conftanc and im- 
mmable in holy duties, 1 will not preflethe compari- 
ſon too farre, onely tonch rhe choyce and moſt uſefull 
partsof che r. ſemblance. 

Saint Beynardobſerves rwo ſpeciall qualities where - 


" che Church dothreſemble the Lily jel pp candorem 


& odorem, the whiteneſle in colour the ſweetneſſe 
of (mell, 


- T- Whicenes, thatispurity,& integricy of conſcience, 


| Sainr Paw/(tilesir ſimplicity and godly fincerity » inthis 


reſpeR isthe Church ſaid robe all faire, in regard of 
inward fincerity, that admits not the ftaineofblacke and 
foule hypocrifiezthar let all us chechildren ofthe Church 
labour to be like our mother inchis divine quality. In- 
nocency is the badge > thetrue charaRer of Chriſtians. 
Imnocentiam profit etur 4 (briſtun —_— Eraſmus, 
ianity is a profeſſion com of innocency. 
Sainr Pur obſetres that a Chrittian ofall beaſts isre- 
ſembled to the Lambe , ofall birds tothe Dove, of all 
trees tothe Vine , of all lowers to _ , becauſe 
the morall predominance qualiry of them all is innocen- 
cy» and this whitenefſe 1s the genuine colour of our 
wedding garment in heaven, and inthis life on earth, 
for the Saints above aredeſcribed fo clad, Rev. 7. 9. 
And holy Dav:dſers tham our inthe ſame habir, Pſa.24. 
Hethat hath cleanehands and a pure heart , and here 
below-onr true cogniſance is' purity and uprightneſle 
of hearrz joyned- with hands' as whiteas ſnow in Sal- 
mon, for 1nnocency , that no injultice may cleave unto 
ouefingers, then ſhallwe be like Chriſt one Maſter, in 
whomwwisnofanle found nor guilein higmouch,andche 
ifheſhallbehappy, weſhall havepeate arthelaft, 
B 2 . 2+ Od-ur 


2 Cor. 1.12, 
Can, 4+ 7s 


Pſalm, 77. 


2 Cor, 2+ 


Cant, 1. OO 
LUC, 4+ 14+ 


Toha 12.3 


Zench.mHoſ, 1 4. 


Cant. 4, 2. 
Revel.31 2, 


lac, 3.17. 
Phil, Io1h 
lac, 2« {os 
1:Tion, 6.18, 
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2, Odour or ſweetneſſe , the fragrancy of the Lily is 
admirable in pleaſing the ſenſes, and with the ſweet 
ſmell thereof rejoycing the heart , lo let therebein ſpi- 
rituall Lilies 
ſweet in the noſtrils of God and man: of God, thar he 
may teſtifie of us, as _ did of Jacob, The ſmell of 
ſonae is as the ſmell ot a field which che Lord hath ble(- 
ſed. Ofman, that as Saint Paw/ſatth', we may be the 
favourof Chriſthis knowledge in every p'a-e, that our 
name may be #»guentum ecffuſum ». oyntmenc powred 
forth, and. as Chriſt -bis fame wentchrough all the Re- 
gion :ound abour , ſo may the fame of our ſanQiry and 
juſtice be ſpread in thoſe coaſts where we abide» and as 
the Boxe ofSpiknard, wherwich Afaryanoynted Chriſts 
filled the houſe with the odour of theoynement : fo the 
ſavour ofone gracious ations may fill the places where 
we live, then may be the Lily tor ſ\weerneſſe and fra- 
grancy. A later Divine notes two other qualities wherin 
che ſhouldbe likethe Lily, 

- Firſt, inaboundane. fertility ; foras he out of Pliny, 
Lilio nihil eft feacundins , nothing is more fruirfull then 
the Lily, nor ought to be then a Chriſtian, who ſhould be 
like thoſe ſheep whereof every one beareth twins, or 


like the tree of life, which bearcth twelve manner of - 


fruits. Grace admirs nor of a windy ineſſe, bur the: 
wiſedome that comes from above is fatl.of- mercy and- 
fruirs » and Saint Paul.prayes for-the Philippians, 
thar they might be filled with the fruits of righreonſ- 
neſſe; nor of begger'iy poverty, but Chriſtians muſt be 
richin faith, rich in good workes. Barrennefleor fruir- 
fulneſſe nor anſryyerable to the beſtowed coſt is accurſed, 
there is nor the ſameexpeRation of the Lily thac growes 


of it ſelfe in the field , without the art and induſtry of + 


man, and of cha in the Garden whichis planted, mann- 
red and dreſſed with kindly husbandry. Certainely unco 
whomſoever much is giver , ofhim ſhall be I 
red,:. 


— 


odour of a good life which may ſmell | 


= 
21 Ag. ets i. a 
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red , and they which receive five or twotalents, mnſt 
rerurne a proportionable advantage: where God fowes 
a Gomzer , he will not be content at the harveſttore-pe. 
an Ephah, Labour we then (my brethren) to abound in 
the worke of the Lord, ro make accounts agreeable to 
onr receits , that ſo we may anſyere the blefling, pa- 
tience; and expeRationof our Maſter : and thefruiteof 
this abundane fruirfulneſle ſhall be , chat an -.**rance 
ſhall be miniſtred 'unto us abundantly into the ever- 
laſting Kingdome of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus ***<** ff, 
Chri d 

Secondly, in a matnre and ſeaſonable fruRification z. 
as ſoone as rhe Spring comes , thar the Sunneyeelds a 
nouriſhing heat , the ſveer influences of the Pleiades 
arelooſed, the earth openeth her wombe, and the warm 
ſhowres ani dewes doe diftill npon it » that ir is the 
rime of yegeration ; the Lily Rayes not but immediacly. 
begins to- ſhoor and ſhew her ſelfe in fruitfulnelſe : {0 


' muſiſpirituall Lilies doe » take the very firſt reader and, 


offer of grace » and readily obey the mocions of Gods 

Spirie : when Gods voyce ſpeakes as inthe 27, Pq. ſecke' 

ye my face, onrhearres may eccho to itagain*, Thy face 

Lord will I ſeeke » Primitie Deo, the firſt fruics are- fic» 

teſt for the ob'arion of the Higheſt, rhe firſt borne for 

his ſervice, his ſoule defires the firſt ripe froir, the 

choyoeRt treez of Gods Orchard are Palmes and Cedars, PAal.9r, Ir: - 
Palm*s bring truit berimes , and flouriſh abun4ancly, 

and Cedars they laſt v.ry long; O take we heed of 
quenching thoſe b!leſſ;q motions which Gods Spire - 

breathes inro our ſoules , of reſiſting the holy-Ghoſ, 
ofreceiving the grace of God in vaine : depend nor too 4 Cor. 6. r. 
mach upon latter raizes, and lateward Sp:1ngs, bur-. 

when his wind blowes upon or garden let the {pices c FP 
thereof flow one: then ſhall we be like-the treeplanted-p;,1,, 7 _ N 
by theywarer fide , thar- brings forth his fruic 1n dueſea= -—© * 
ſon, yea like the Lily hereinche Text, 


B3g, And- 


ludges 8, To 


Micab, 7+ 4+ 


Ezek. 28-24, 


Mat, 23+ 15. 


Heb, 6.8, 
Math- 25+ 
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And now be pleaſed to calt bur your eye upon the 


Davghrers.in the comparative part, and.then we will 


view themas they are together ,- the Lily among the 
Thornes. 
| They are lhe theT horner, 


1- For their noxious quality harefull io every thing 
rhat troucheth them , they will woundand teare notone. 
the garment but the fleſh it ſelfe : Iwill teare your 
with the Thornes of the wildernefle: yea they will 
putrifie the fleſh where they are hidden : fo are wicked 
men full of cruelty,rapine,malignity,yea a ſecret venom 
they have which empoyſons and. corrupts whatſoever 
__ adhere unto. The Prophet deſcribing che general! 
and deſperate pravity of Prince and people , thus ſeemes 
ro aggravate It; The beſt of them1s a bryar, the moſt 
uprightis ſharper then a thoxne-hedge :and thebleſiing. 
argv bub rael gone ene Hot be no more a 
icki untot O , norany grieving: 
thonpook all that are round abont them, EE 
2. For their ſterility and. barrenneſle of fruit , they 
bring forth nothing immediatly proficable unto man. In 
che ninth Chapter of Judges, there is mention made of 
the Olives farneſſe, the Fig-trees ſweerneſle, the Vines 
refreſhing and chearing, yet nothing ofthe thorne and 
bramble, bur unparallelled ambition » pride , diflen« 
tion, rhat ends in utter;ruine , and defiruQion » yeathey 
arecanſe; of barrenneſſe.in others +. chey mike the beſt 
ſoyle and the moſt fruitful! Laad barren foare evill men 
nnproficablethemſelves, and make others good for no- 
thing , like the Phariſes who compaſſe Sea and Land ro\ 
make a Prof. lite, and when he is mage » they make him 
twofold more the child of hell then themſelves, 

Laſtly, for their eri/, for as of thornes the.end is tobe 
_ ; ſo everlaſting fireis the jſſue of all ſinful cour- 
{es » where tney ſhall. receive their juſt and:;deſerved 

x meede 
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meede in'that Lake that barnes with fire ahd brimftone 
forever; where we will leave them, and'coine to ſpeake 


of the Charch her mixrarewinh rhiem herein this life, as 
'being a Lily among chethornes. 


As the Lily among Thornes , ſo is my Love among the 
Danghters, 


x. Saint Jerome exponnds it, De Eccleſia Gentium | 
qu # velt medio remedio infidelium & non credentium quaſi Hi. mCant, I 
ex ffinis emerſerit» God doth ſeleR and picke our his | 
Church of the Gentiles from among unbelcevers, as a 
Lily onrof a great heape of thorhes, ſo inthe Propher, 

1 found Iſrael likg trapes the wilderneſſe , where no man Hoſeah, g- to. 
expefted them , yea God doth finie ns like Lilyes 
among thornes . bur even when we are very thornes as | 
horefull, as \infrunfall; as fit for the fire as they, cill 
Godof th6tnes make ns Lilyes» therefore let us glori- 
fie theriches of his grace, and ſet forrh the prayle. of 
hint who hath changed onr diſpoſition, madeus inno - 
cent, pleaſingto himſelfe ,* proficable coorhers , and 
yn be ore day tranſplanted into his Celeſtiall Para- 
ſe. 

2- Saint eAxſti» underſtands ic of the mixcure of 0 
good and badin the viſible Church, Lily and Thornes ©'*' J: 996 
promiſcuouſly growing together , ſo char the Church is 
like Rebeerahs wombe, two ſeverall Nations are in it,, 
like Noahs Arke , that hath cleane and uncleane beaſts 
inir, hke Szint Perrys nec, which garhered fiſh and 
rubbiſh ; like the Samaritans Inn: entertaines all ma- 
ner of gueſts: wheate and chaffe in one floore , meale 
andbranne in one Jhmpe: and Saint Pas! ſuthy in a great 
henſerhere are not onely veſſels ofgold and filver , but 
of wood and tone, ſome tohonour, and ſome to diſho- 
nour, Saitit Bernard ſaith's Tria ſunt loca , there be three > Tim. 2+ 20, 
places, heaven, hell, andearth, & each of thsſe hath his *"* 5%, 


ſeverall 


Avg. loc, cit. 


Reyel z, 4. 


Iſa. 49-214 


Axguft, 


12 The 
Fverall Inhabitants : Heaven hath non? but good, hell 
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none bur bad, the earth hath good and bad mixed toge- 
ther, Saint «Aw#tin ſeemes to apply it briefely, rhus, 

I. conſolaris ? how dot thou comfon thy 
Church,(O Lord)againſt the mulritude of ungodly men ? 
ſhe may ſeeme ro deſpaire when ſhe ſees (uch rtuckers 
of thornes , as ifall was turned toawilderneſſe, yer 
thereis hope for her in this , ſunt grana inter palcam , eit 
Lilum inter fj1nas, There be tome graines cf corne 
amongſt the great heapes of chaffe , and a Lily amon 
the multicude ofthornes, Thus God cheares up Elijah 
in his grievous complaint , Ihave left me ſeven thou- 
ſand that have norbowed the knee to Baal, and the Pro. 


| 1 Kings 19, 18, Pher rells the people , there is a remnant, and therebe 


a few names in Sardis , Mathew and Zach ge 
Publicanes, the Centurion among the Souldiers » Mary 
Magdalene a the harlots. Therefore though we 
doe gemere as he {aich» mourne that the wayes of Siox 
want paſſengers » yet let us not monrne as Kache! for 
her children » tobecomforted becauſe ay veg 
not, no ſorrow as hey hc ae michone hope: - 
lefſe many (ball come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, 
and fir downe with Abraham, Iſaac , and Jacob in that 
bleſſed- Kingdome above, though we be not privy tothe 
laces they have there, nor to their goin ehiches , the 
urch herſelfe ſaith , in admirarion of ms encreaſed 
number , who hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I have loſt 
my children , and am deſolate ,a captive and remooving. 
co and fro? and who hath brought up theſe ? behold | 
was leſtalone , theſe where had they beenc? Andtake 
we heed of over ſullen cenſures, leaſt we condemne 
the generation of Gods children, and take them for 
—— which were Lilies , De ul pronuntianduns 
eft 
2+ Duomodo confortas ? How doſt thou firengthen 
us againſt the temptations of Satan aud the ſedufions 
of 
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of wicked men ? whenthearelleſt ne thy Church is and 
hem (arlere y chough Nd) never ſo ym 
/ theis ea ina ſpeciall manner /in- 
mad Hut Boar cnftody» in hishands, and none ſhall 
er rhquarrer arm buile:xpan a rocke , and. 
_— like month Sivm3mmoveable.  "Pfab ras. 
womods terres? How doſt thou affright us with 
the ion of our dangerous and militant conJi- 
ed er] perm eek bt an 
in e ace with us, a ; 
x bor mr” » ' and ds God lefe the Canes Ezekiel, 2,6, 
nites to be in eyes, andrhornes inthe ſides of 
lſrael co wick chem wares Judges 3-2, 50 hath he lefc 
us enemies $0-ahine us up in.0ur military profeſſion of 


C 

\ 6 That whicbis oppoſite ro the ofhis expoſi- 
tion; andofthe Texrir ſelfe, isto ces Tolere- 
re malos ; Me ied bar 


eas a rirbd tl bonzrgche gooinche 
ofthe world, even, wy warns mbil later , who {ut 19%. _ 
kaoweth righe well what they are, and whac they weill _ 
be, affererh them nor —_ enjoy. being, buc well 

manner of ourward his Sun.co 
ſhine, and his rainero raine nponthem» yea Chriſt him- 
ſelfein the dayes of his fleſh endured , eventhe concra- 
diction cf finners, ſo that all thoſe furious ſpirits, char 
ſceke an immediate and: uctertradieation ay 
andifitlay.intheir power, :yould command firc 
beaven to .conſame them 5 oe ror imine re Ve 

, ſhow a great deale-of non-proficiency 

Chriftianity , as Sunt Auſtin, Qs des ewinems wwe Augdncoptn 
4 bores ei ut arbitratur multum proficit » pit hoe 
nom Yds no taleras x fag pang,” 
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.themſcives , and while 


wa | 4 _—_ 
= 


pk on enim 
4 ws Is enlw pop 


reaſon of thoſe my 
oak fac Ley rn ofcl cog ter: wha of 


EI zocor himletioreey 


SS Home varne 


for the further and) feberree - 
umm 3 green 


Me T-downe;, thar ir 
| ny got Yar 
dolire, (rhe 


velel, 
Id ; excellency 8 digni> Is is lac, 
-- 3» , 
ia ofocher'Coay 
Ce nei apteoymanibtn 
Eeoleſinamters! 


things are ſpoken of meC 
Goo as glorious 1.89 che Sn when te goes or 
Lak 2 


Revel. 13, in, 
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inhis migheg wdger 54'3 5; glorious chenthe 
cer Save, oth a wictrthe Sunne of righs 
reouineſſe; andthe Moone under ber teex. They ſaythe 
Pope is greater then any Prince oftheearth ,.by o 
Frm omar wry. let Lara- 
fires jay what rheywill, jowe y compart- 
pigs king ry Cnr ret rr excell 
chat Ackdritis Vyachagoref Secmpand al 

ſo man' wa by 1a ery as. Santts Eccleſia Cx- 
tholrea Rontand,and fo forth, and Hnſſciniunnar; us the 
Turkes rirle 1hemſeives ttaedelcevers; yet arethey all 
thoines ro thepite Lily ;che Church, 'If ir be referred ro 
the Danghrersfach as | have mentioned , that live within 
the pale ofrhe viſible Chacch. yet ' are 'nor the ar 
Spouſe of Chrift. 'Therruly Chrictian/foule as farre-ex- 
ceeds chem; a«rhe Lily doth che thornes'; what compas 


riſorvisrhere berwixr che pold and the diofſe? the wine 


and the lees? lie fairhfull Sponſe of Chcift, and che filthy 
harlot of the Devill? ſurely one lircleſpor ofg Go- 
ſbex:chax ighcinic ix worhall tullofdarks 


neſſe, grofle and palpable;'Learne we co ofteertid 
cheſe Lilies, and ug trophy artery -and--in - 


wo we "ſee true grace , fanRity andjuſtice; 
which two arethe candour and odour ofthe Lily , travis 
loe them , chougtithey be beſer- witly neves many 


 thornes of inficmicies or adyerſitics'; 1 us 2ccounc of 


them a;they are,ind3<d the hires of heavenzthe nobles 
ofthe world; for Generoſa Chriſti feſt a, nobilitat wires 


4 | | 

: dorh 7 Gtrhe thorwes fo long. | 

+ Qurlater Divines have obſerved many other reaſons 
and, relpeRts why the Church may be.Gaid robe a Lify 


among . 
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bs 


nd 


among the: thrnes*'I will onely rub ſome fexy of cheir 


cares of corne;and leaverheharveſt roſomeocherchoyce 
.worke-man-his gathering, A Lily among thornes.' | 
.. 4+ [1 regard of the multitnde of afflitions. ſhe ſaffe- 
reth in this life » for the Church/hath ever beene like 
AbrahemsRam heldina'thicketof adverfiry, Chreſtin- 
nu is (718 ianue y. 25: Luther was wonreo ay ;| amanof 
croſſes. The ſervintis not above his maſter, God had bue 
one.only-Son» and he was-/ine peccato, yer notre flagello. 


Therefore let us take. yp oar Croflſe 1eviyuipey adayby Augein Pſa.3t, 
day, F ns dieediem (a Witurnta crax eracem acct; Every: Bexa, 


day, wemalt expeR fwſficient cravell, and with parieace 


ler us poſleſſe our foules for it, reſolve that through ma- 


iribalacion andafflitons:;; we muſt enter into Gods 


we muſt be.cogtent to weare a crowne of thornes. For 

PREY wiper radmeneth hath 
$5.40 10 man 1 ${hehath to 

hinder her ſpiritual} F , 

. Firſt » Saramisa blacke thorne in fiis rempcarions, al- 

wayes pricking and wounding che children of God, yea 


bicang.at the very root of the Lily,likethe worme at the © 


root of Fenahs Gonrd , and the Lily would as foone wi- 
ther as that Goued did, was therenot a ſoveraignepower 
from above ro preſerve it, pray wethenunco God rore- 
buke Satan inall his a{aults, that our Lily may flouriſh 


indeſpight of bim. 


| Secondiy, naturall corruption which G1d hath left to 
be pricks.inonr eyes,and thornes inonr fid-s. Sa nt Pas!, 
that choyce veſlell of grace complaines of chem, Rons 7. 
| cary abour:me a body of finneanddearh, he calls ir by 
the y ſhmy Text, therhorne in the fie; the 
meſſenger of Satan to buffet me>take we hiscourſe even 


to folicue God by frequent prayer, cill we hayerhe ſame 3 Cor. 12. 7. + 


anſwer which he obcained, my grace ſhall be fofficient for 
thee, andhegge of him Yr I—_—_ with healing in his' 


| ogdome, if wew)ll have Chriſt » his Crowne of glory, Ads, 14 12, 


3 2 nſnee 
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Sn nor yod, 
O annd?, oxunde,faickrSt. Aur, Fallix & or, I- 
ae on meyers oped ata ne vs; le gltes 
that we canner ſoare upyardvand as he that 
naar erm 
thar ns cares in 
isunmeer for hi roheaven. Leruetherfore pluck 
out chisthorne, and if riches encyea(t, ſer noe on 
Pſal.62.þ 1c, ER 
Thirdly, the ververſe and finfult cooverſarivn 6f wes 
ked men , which arerhornes in our ——_— , the 
3 Sam, 23.67, ſons of Bet (al be asthornevetxaſt vey becauſe wm 
cannot be taken wich hands, bur the man thie ſhall 
them muſt be fenced with Iron,andthe fiaffe of a 
—_ 
owne Vineya 
nor, and hath-not every member of the Charch 
Pſalm 119.61, _ with Devid, the bands of wicked 
me ? Saint Berzard is ſeafonable fof x 
— cloſe of this point, 5s Liliens eff inter ſpines videat nia- 


qw1ſque _— we efſe ab rotor) we 


Io ket non nn 


with thornes , that ſeckero wonnd and teare her .» there- 
fore lex every ſonle be watchfall and carefull for thepre- 
ſervationofirſelfe , that neicher the thorne within doe 
umpoiſon her-northoſe ocher wichonr' her to 
.—_ her-gromth in grace here, orro her of 
hereafter. 

6, In regard of the maltnumber of choſeharere the 
true members of the Church, in qu rod rotor 
"uy 
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IC Dh | CAL WET 1 with-11-his. bears, of 
Cantiy-- Ii, was a. remarkoable: iter 
due King of Frepwwboegking whether there weremoſt 


ia the Azke, then with the whole world ro be drowned in 
the deluge, to beplanredin Gods wihthe Lily: then 
to be throwne intothe fine with 2 wildernes of thorns. 
7 Laſtip:rhc as the Lilpamonz chornes inre- 
ſpeR of her unicy and.cheir diviſions and diftraGtions, being 
rare in mae pieces themrthe Prophet 4hjzahs garmonc was, 
1 Kingr 2 2for chat was onely inco twelve, buerheſe are in- 
ares ron wn, > 9 corvencicles arethere-be 
not deepely corrupt minds » who doe pertes facere, as 
Saint A pgrit en —— vg - gather diſciples 
unto themſelves , a quaſi hareſsr enumera- Au; de wnitate 
re gentings ſingalarem? (aich-Saint Auguſtix, who is able to Ecckſes3, 
reckon Da, 


' Ngbyw. 1.39% are, by have uritat whey 
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Aug tÞ.15. 
Hiero:zymo, 


thecarriage6f” 
things will be proſper :ns, the end*contibitable} 1 will 
| cloſethen with.thar prayer of Saint Paul! for the Theſſ#ls- 
» Theft. 3, 15, 2ians. Now theLord ofpeace himſelfe give" us ng | 
alwayes , byall mzanes, and thar forJcſus Chriſt hiFfake,' 
. the Pcince of peace, who dearely he our peace by hi#* .. 
preciaus blood, to whom with the Father and the holy-" . ; 
Ghoſt, be given all glory , dominion, might, majeſty , and*'s/ 
chankeſgiving from this time forth and for'evermores - Amy, '.-./% 
LL NEB 5 Ave T2, vt 8 
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